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BASE DATA 
S t r e e t  Address : 1204 Rugby Road H i s t o r i c  Name: S t o n e f i e l d  

1860, 1881-84 

Census Track  & Block: 7-124 Vernacular,  V i c t o r i a n  

Present Owner: James R. Greenbaum Height  t o  Cornice:  
P. 0. Box 5586 
C h a r l o t t e s v i l l e ,  VA 22905 

Height  i n  S t o r i e s :  2 

Present Use: R e s i d e n t i a l  Apartments 

O r i g i n a l  Owner: 

Res i dence Assessed Value ( l a n d  + imp. ) :  . 84,200 

I ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION 
I Since i t s o r i a i n s  i n  1860, S t o n e f i e l d  has undergone a process o f  growth which i s  d i f f i c u l t  t o  determine p r e c i s e l y  
I b u t  wh ich  cons is ted o f  two genera l  stages. The o r i g i n a l  b u i l d i n g  was a s imple,  vernacu lar  two-storey,  one-over- 

one-room frame house on a h i g h  b r i c k  basement ( f i n i s h e d ,  and used as a d i n i n g  room). E x t e r i o r  sheath ing o f  t h i s  
s e c t i o n  i s  board and ba t ten ;  a massive e x t e r i o r  chimney o f  b r i c k  stands a t  one gab le  end; and the gab le  r o o f  i s  
covered w i t h  standing-seam t i n .  Severa l  a d d i t i o n s  and porch-enclosures have expanded t h i s  sec t i on  cons ide rab l y .  
I n  t he  p e r i o d  1880-1884, Mason Gordon added a two-storey V i c t o r i a n  Queen Anne "facade", two rooms i n  w i d t h  and one 
room deep, e f f e c t i v e l y  masking t h e  ramb l i ng  vernacu lar  s t r u c t u r e  behind. Cons t ruc t i on  o f  t h i s  "new" a d d i t i o n  
i s  frame sheathed w i t h  weatherboard ove r  a h i g h  b r i c k  foundat ion.  A h i p  r o o f  o f  compos i t ion  sh ing les  covers t h e  
main s e c t i o n ,  wh i l e  a l a r g e  gab le  on t h e  l e f t  s i de  o f  the  facade overhangs t h e  semi-octagonal bay -p ro jec t i on  t h a t  
t h e  f i r s t - a n d  second- f loor  rooms make t o  t h e  f r o n t  on t h a t  s ide.  Eaves a re  f i n i s h e d  w i t h  a s imple  boxed c o r n i c e  
suppor ted on f r i e z e  brackets .  E labo ra te  brackets  w i t h  fan m o t i f s  support  t he  overhanging corners o f  t he  gable.  A 
l a r g e  chimney o f  b r i c k  i s  l o c a t e d  i n  t h e  cen te r  o f  the  r o o f .  A smal l  s i ng le -s to rey ,  r ec tangu la r  porch w i t h  a 
q u a n t i t y  o f  spool-work covers t h e  main door. 

HISTORICAL DESCRIPTION B 

On March 13, 1860, Schuyler T. Rhodes purchased from Andrew J. Fa r i sh  a s ix -acre  t r a c t  o f  land near the  i n t e r s e c t i  
o f  Barracks and Hyd rau l i c  (now Rugby) Roads (Co. D B  58-509). Tax records o f  1861 show t h a t  he had added i n  t he  
year preced ing improvements va lued  a t  $600, most l i k e l y  t he  smal l ,  two-storey house t h a t  comprises t he  southeast  
corner  o f  t he  e x i s t i n g  house. Rhodes increased the p rope r t y  t o  10 acres  i n  1863 (Co. DB 60-453) and s o l d  t o  Masor 
Gordon i n  November 1869 f o r  $1400 (Co. DB 64-456). By 1877, Gordon had increased h i s  acreage t o  71, and b u i l d i n g  
va lue  was increased t o  $1500 between 1880 and 1884, most l i k e l y  when the  house a t t a i n e d  rough ly  i t s  present  form. 
I n  1915, Nancy Burr  Gordon, Mason's daughter ,  moved the  school t h a t  she had operated downtown s ince 1911 t o  t he  
house where i t  became S t o n e f i e l d  School .  S t o n e f i e l d  served as Miss Gordonls residence and school house u n t i l  t he  
year a f t e r  her  death i n  1954. The school  then merged w i t h  t he  U n i v e r s i t y  Country Day School t o  form B e l f i e l d  
School and moved elsewhere. The p resen t  owner o f  S t o n e f i e l d  i s  a grandaughter o f  Mason Gordon. See a l s o :  
Co. DB 65-230, DB 165-306; C i t y  DB 182-358. 

SIGNIFICANCE 
The p r e s t i  gous S tone f i e l d  School was conducted by Miss Nancy Gordon i n  t h i s  house from 1915 u n t i  1 her  death i n  
1954. (The name i s  perpetuated, a f t e r  two mergers w i t h  o the r  schools,  i n  St .  Anne's-Be1 f i e l d . )  The house i t s e l f  
i s  a f i n e  example o f  a V i c t o r i a n  c o u n t r y  house. 

County/Ci t y  Records 
Mrs. James H. Chenery 
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